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ground to escape pollution, and turning to his fellow-
Moslems he would say : " 'Tis strange to see how these
Christians do dote on this filthy, impure beast! "

Not less pitiable was the lot of Busbecq's successors.
George Hossutoti and Albert de Wyss were imprisoned
in 1566. Twenty-five years afterwards Frederic de
Khrekwitz's apothecary Seidel and his page Mitrowitz
described the sad destiny of that embassy. This, how-
ever, marked a turning-point in the relations between
Vienna and Stambul.

*           *          *           *          *

In 1596 the Austro-Turkish war which had broken out
three years before was signalized by an Ottoman' victory,
brilliant and barren. Mohammed III was no Suleiman.
Anxious to exchange as soon as possible the hardships of
the camp for the pleasures of the harem, he returned to
Constantinople empty-handed. Hostilities dragged on
for another decade, when that worthless Sultan's worthy
successor Ahmed I concluded the peace of Sitvatorok
(1606). By that treaty the annual tribute was aban-
doned ; the Emperor's envoys, unlike those of every
other Christian monarch, were in future to receive as
well as to give presents ; the allowance made to them by
the Grand Signor was to be continued during the whole
of their sojourn, not, as was the case with the other am-
bassadors, cease on arrival at the capital; lastly, the
Turkish envoys to Vienna were to be high officials of the
Porte and not, like those sent to other Christian Courts,,
domestics of the Seraglio or common Chaoushes. The
equality of treatment thus secured by the Empire hence-
forth distinguished its representatives from their col-
leagues ; for the Turk never departed from a custom once
established. That treaty is also notable as being the
first to describe the cessation of hostilities as a " peace/'